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SBC  resolutions 
period  opens  soon 


SPEAKMG  OUT  -  Pastors  and  religious  leaders  addressed  racial  disunity  March  27  during  the 
2015  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commission  (ERLC)  Leadership  Summit  in  Nashvilie.  including 
(left  to  right)  RusseM  Moore.  ERLC  president  Frank  Page,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  (SBC)  Executive  Committee  in  Nashville;  Fred  Luter  Jr.,  pastor  of  Franklin  Avenue  Church 
in  New  Orleans;  and  K.  Marshall  Williams,  senior  pastor  of  Nazarene  (Baptist)  Church  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  and  president  of  the  SBC*  National  African  American  Fellowship.  (BP  photo) 

SBC  leadBrssay... 

Convention  must  build  ~m^ted oifs* 

on  race  relation  progress  ssSrif®  ysfa 

Racial  Reconciliation,  a  two- 
day  meeting  sponsored  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and 

SBC  on  p  6 


NASHVILLE  (Special)  -  Eveiy- 

one  knows  April  marks  the 
deadline  for  filing  income  tax¬ 
es,  but  it's  also  the  opening  day 
for  resolutions  to  be  submitted 
for  the  2015  annual  meeting  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  to  be  held  June  16-17  at  the 
Greater  Columbus  Convention 
Center  in  Columbus,  Oh. 

According  to  Bylaw  20  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's 
constitution  (sbemet/aboutus/ 
legal/bylawsjisp): 

■  Proposed  resolutions  may 
be  submitted  as  early  as  April  15 
but  no  later  than  15  days  prior 
to  the  SBC  annual  meeting, 
giving  the  Committee  on  Reso¬ 
lutions  a  two-week  period  in 
which  to  consider  submissions 
This  year’s  cut-off  date  is  June  1. 

Resolutions  may  not  be 
submitted  during  the  annual 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  proc¬ 
ress  in  racial  reconciliation  will 
foil  short  of  what  is  needed  if 


it  is  measured  by  the  one-time 
electron  of  an  African-American 
president  speakers  said  at  a 
leadership  summit. 


LifeWay  pulling  heaven  visitation  materials 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  has  stopped  selling 
all  experiential  testimonies 
about  heaven  following  con¬ 
sideration  of  s  2014  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  resolution 
on  the  sufficiency  of  Scripture 
regarding  the  afterlife. 

lifeWay  told  Baptist  Press 
about  Hi  derision  to  halt  sales 
of  heaven  visitation  resources 
March  24  in  response  to  an  in¬ 
quiry  about  Don  Piper’s  book, 
90  Minutes  in  Heaven,  which 
is  being  made  into  a  movie 
slated  for  release  this  foil. 

The  book  recounts  Piper  s 
supposed  experience  of  heav¬ 
en  following  s  severe  auto  ac¬ 
cident  The  book  has  sold  6.5 
million  copies  in  46lafigMMt. 

•Last  summer,  as  we  be¬ 
gan  developing  LifeWay** 


new  structure  and  direction 
—  what  we’ve  now  identified 
as  One  LifeWay  —  the  role  of 
heaven  visitation  resources 
was  included  in  our  consid¬ 
erations#  We  decided  these 
experiential  testimonies 
about  heaven  would  not  be  a 
part  of  our  new  direction,  so 
we  stopped  re-ordering  them 
for  our  stores  last  summer," 
LifeWay  spokesman  Marty 
King  told  Baptist  Press  in 
written  comments. 

“Now  that  we’ve  begun  im¬ 
plementing  the  new  direction, 
the  remaining  heaven  visita¬ 
tion  items  have  been  removed 
from  our  stores  and  website 
and  will  not  be  replenished. 
We  have  more  work  to  do 
aligning  the  LifeWay  Retail 
Division  with  LifeWay’s  vi¬ 
sion  and  core  values  so  we 


covet  yogr  prayers  as  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  provide  trustworthy 
Biblical  Solutions  for  Life," 
King  said. 

Though  lifeWay  “wagnot 
mentioned  in  the  SBC  resofti*" 
tion  affirming  the  sufficiency 
of  biblical  revelation  and  af¬ 
firming  the  truth  about  heav¬ 
en  and  hell,*  King  told  BP  in 
an  interview,  “the  resolution 
was  approved  overwhelming¬ 
ly  and  was  considered  during 
ourprocess." 

The  resolution,  adopted 
by  messengers  to  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  June,  warned 
Christians  not  to  allow  “the 
numerous  books  and  mov¬ 
ies  purporting  to  explain  or 

M  UFEWAY  on  p.  • 


Credentials  for  Resolutions 
Submittal  form  (download¬ 
able  from  the  resolutions 
submission  web  page)  or 
by  a  letter  on  church  letter¬ 
head,  either  of  which  must  be 
signed  by  the  pastor  or  other 
church  officer  from  a  church 
qualified  to  send  a  messenger 
to  the  SBC  annual  meeting 
certifying  that  the  individual 
submitting  the  resolution  is  a 
member  in  good  standing. 

■  No  person  will  be  allowed 
to  submit  more  than  three  reso- 


■  The  Committee  on  Reso¬ 
lutions  submits  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  only  those  resolutions  the 
committee  recommends  for 


be  based  upon  proposals  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  committee  or  may 
‘  with  the  ooauufcfeae. 


erabty  should  be  submitted  by 
e-mail  through  the  resolutions 
submission  page  at  sbc.net/ 
resolutioni/submit;  or  mailed 
to  the  Committee  on  Resolu¬ 
tions  in  care  of  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  901  Commerce 
St,  Nashville,  TN  T7203. 

Proposed  resolutions  must 
be  typewritten,  tided,  dated, 
and  include  complete  contact 
information  for  the  person  and 
his/her  church. 

■  Proposed  resolutions 
must  be  accompanied  by  a 


by  the  Committee  on  Reso¬ 
lutions  to  the  messengers  at 
the  SBC  annual  meeting,  a 
two-thirds  vote  is  required 
to  bring  the  proposed  resolu¬ 
tion  to  the  convention  floor 
for  consideration. 

Registration  is  now  open  for 
the  2015  SBC  annual  meeting  at 
sbcannualmeeting.net/sbc15/ 


All  Southern  Baptists  can  at¬ 
tend  the  annual  meeting.  How¬ 
ever,  only  registered  messen¬ 
gers  have  voting  privileges. 


fTP^e  environment!  Global  wanning!  ^ 

I  Why  should  Chriioans  get  involved 
JL  with  thoae  kinds  of  debates?  DooH 
we  have  more  important  or  morein- 
teresting  issues  to  consider?  The  Great 
Commission,  for  example? 

Vm  reminded  of  one  of  my  sons  who, 
when  asked  to  dean  his  room,  regularly 
responds,  “Why?-  Although  I  think  he 
likes  a  dean  room,  perhaps  he  thinks  that 

if  he  does  nothing  his  mom  will  clean  it 

for  him.  More  thL  likely,  he  iu*  doesn’t 
think  a  dean  room  is  worth  the  time  and 
effort  My  common  response  to  him  is  that 
this  is  our  home  and  he  needs  to  take  some 

^TS^Aatmany  Christians,  when  asked 
about  environmental  issues,  respond  in  a 
way  similar  to  my  son.  We  want  a  safe,  clean, 
productive  place  to  live  but  don't  really  care 
to  take  the  time  and  effort  to  giet  involved 
Sdenfete,  potitidahs,  and  peode  wtthnoiN 
ing  better  to  do  will  take  care  of  the  details. 

Indifference  and  apathy  toward  environ¬ 
mental  issues,  however,  is  an  uncharacter¬ 
istic  position  to  take  for  those  who  follow 
Jesus  Christ  After  all,  this  is  our  Father’s 
world,  “the  earth  is  the  Lord  ’s,  and  all  it 
contains,  the  world,  and  those  who  dwell 
in  it"  The  apostle  John  said  of  Jesus,  all 
-  thing*  came  into  being  through  Him,  and 
apart  from  Him  nothing  came  into  being 
that  has  come  into  being*  (John  v$). 

Moreover,  in  Coftosswns  1:16-17.  the 
apostle  Paul  declares,  "by  Him  [Jesus]  all 
things  were  created,  both  in  die  heavens 
and  on  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether 
thrones  or  dominions  or  rulers  or  authori¬ 
ties  —  all  things  have  been  created  through 
Him  and  for  Him.  He  is  before  all  things, 
and  in  Him  all  things  hold  together." 

One  argue  that  God  has  it  all  under 

control  and  *^therefore,  have  nothing  to 
worry  about  The  problem  with  this  line  of 


■  A  scientist  declares  that  humans 
are  causing  catastrophic  global  warming 
and  majority  world  nations  are  forced 
to  cut  cheap  energy  sources.  The  poor  are 
devastated. 

These  are  the  kinds  of  environmental 
problems  Christians  should  be  keen  to 
understand  and  eager  to  answer  with  godly 
wisdom  in  light  of  theological,  moral,  and 
scientific  truth.  Christians  should  be  the 
most  eloquent  and  serious  defenders  of 
creation,  compelled  by  the  Great  Command¬ 
ment  to  love  God  and  our  neighbors. 

On  April  lO-n,  New  Orleans  Seminary  s 
Greer-Heard  Forum  will  host  respected 
scholars  who  will  dialogue  on  “Christians, 
the  Environment,  and  Climate  Change. 

This  event  is  a  special  opportunity  for  our 
seminary  family,  area  churches,  and  any 
interested  persons  to  be  informed  on  this 
controversial,  politically  important,  and 
gfebafy  significant  issue. 

_ H| _  The  truth  about  climate  change  matters 

die  sky  and  over  the  cattle  and  over  aD  the  to  every  one  of  us.  Attend  and  weigh  the  evi- 

earth,  and  over  evwy  creeping  tiring  that  denoe  for  yourself,  or  watch  free  bve  stream- 

creeps  on  the  earth  (Genesis  1:26).  ingoftheeventatGreerHeard.com. 

In  short,  we  are  stewards  of  this  earth  that 

God  created,  and  thoae  of  us  who  have  been  R&y  is  professor  cf  edits  otNav  Orient 

redeemed  by  Christ  Jesus  have  an  obiuatkm  Senm^andchairnianc(the<m 
to  represent  the  interests  ofthe  living  God  logical  and  historical  studies.  He  is  oboare- 
regarding  serious  issues  that  affect  me  earth  aeavhjeMow  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics 
and  that  impact  human  flou*  idling.  and  Religious  Ijberty  Con  wrisskwi  in  Nasnuuk' 


KWh  the  edi 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


What  is  marriage? 


would  have  thought  we  would  have 
gone  as  far  as  we  nave?) 

This  is  merely  one  skirmish 
among  many  in  the  struggle  with 
the  secularists  and  elitists  who 

UMI  _ _ _ _  would  destroy  foundational  institu- 

around  the  state  and  country,  but  tiona  tike  marriage  and  the  way  of 
we  seem  to  never  grow  tired  of  this  life  that  goes  with  it,  simply  so  they 

age-old  celebration  of  unfailing  love  can  live  as  they  please. 

j  _  -  -» 


On  a  warm,  windswept  Satur¬ 
day,  a  young  bride  and  groom 
were  married  in  a  Mississippi 
Baptist  church.  It  was  a  scene  un¬ 
doubtedly  repeated  many  times  on 
that  Saturday  in  many  other  venues 


and  lifetime  commitment. 

Within  minutes,  the  bride  and 
groom  were  no  longer  two  indi¬ 
viduals  but  one  entity  in  the  eyes  of 
God  and  headed  into  a  lifetime  of 
love  and  devotion.  The  challenges 
of  carriage  and  the  tragedies  of 
life  will  have  to  be  faced  in  the 
future,  but  for  now  all  of  that  can 
be  put  aside  for  this  brief,  shin¬ 
ing  moment  when  God  is  on  His 
throne  and  everything  is  right  with 
the  world. 

The  wedding  ceremony  is  im¬ 
portant  to  us,  because  it  ia  sym- 

marriage.  That's  the  real  reason 
we  travel  great  distances  and  go 
to  great  expense  to  bt  a  part  ot 
suen  weddings. 

*  There  are  people  in  the  America 
of  today,  however,  who  would 
degrade  the  God-ordained  marital 
union  of  one  man  and  one  woman 
for  life.  There  are  those  who  would 
have  us  believe  that  marriage  is  not 
special  or  God-ordained  at  all,  but 
rather  a  common  “commitment"  or 
“union"  between  people  of  whatev¬ 
er  genders  and  sexual  preferences 
suit  them  at  the  moment. 

There  are  political,  judicial,  and 
cultural  leaders  in  America  who 
shamelessly  excuse  such  sinful 
and  immoral  behavior  and  even 
boast  of  their  efforts  to  normalize 
perverse  relationships  (Romans 
1:32).  Commentators  have  begun 
to  observe  that  future  generations 
of  Americans  will  likely  have  a 
completely  different  concept  of 
marriage  than  we  do  today. 

In  the  world  of  tomorrow,  mar¬ 
riage  will  mean  anything  anyone 
wants  it  to  mean.  Homosexual 
and  lesbian  marriage  will  have  the 
same  status  as  heterosexual  mar¬ 
riage,  but  so  will  marriages  be 
tween  multi]  *  ‘ 


iltiple  partners,  stmulta-  among  believers  is  just  as  hid)  as 
mages,  group  marriages,  it  is  for  non-believers.  Only  u  we 

' - v  when 


■MPBir,,.,  - - ,  ma*  .  ,  ^ 

open  marriages,  and  marriages  practice  what  we  preach  when  it 
between  adults  and  legal ly-con-  comes  to  marriage  will  people  start 

senftag  young  children.  to  pay  attention. 

■  There  may  even  be  legally- recog-  The  struggle  for  the  bibticalcon- 

fc '  ges  between  humans  cept  of  marriage  is  worth  the  effort 
May  we  not  feu  at  this  crucial  task. 


Finally,  sensible  climate  talk 


Decades  of  indoctrination  and 
intimidation  seem  to  be  paying 
off.  A  May  2014  poll  by  the  repu¬ 
table  Galfup  organization  found 
55%  of  respondents  now  support 
same  sex  marriage  -  a  stark  turn¬ 
around  from  a  1996  Gallup  poll  [fPl 
that  found  6S%  of  respondents 
opposed  marriages  between  two 
men  or  two  women. 

The  2014  Gallup  poll  research¬ 
ers  reachedthese  conclusions: 

■  “For  proponents  of  marriage 

meat  has  read h£efa  tipping  point  in 
recent  years  —  both  legally  and  in 
the  court  of  public  opinion." 

■  “An  important  region  on  the 
radar  of  gay  marriage  advocates 
is  the  South,  where  a  condensed 
duster  of  bans  on  same  sex  mar¬ 
riage  exists.  All  southern  states 
have  constitutional  bans  on  same- 
sex  marriage...  The  South  (48*) 
is  the  only  region  where  same  sex 
marriage  support  fells  below  the 
50%  mark." 

■  “Public  opinion  in  south¬ 
ern  states  will  oe  a  barometer  to 
observe,  as  the  bulk  of  future  legal 
battles  will  play  out  there  in  the 
months  and  years  to  come." 

That  last  point  would  explain 
the  recent  multimedia  onslaught 
across  Mississippi  by  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign,  designed  to  con¬ 
vince  Mississippians  ofthe  human¬ 
ity  of  same  sex  relationships 

Mississippi  Baptists  as»d Chris¬ 
tians  in  genera]  must  get  involved 
to  have  our  voices  heard  on  this 
matter.  Otherwise,  we  will  be 
relegated  to  the  fringes  as  we  have 
been  on  so  many  other  important 
issues  of  our  day. 

First,  let  us  get  our  own  mar¬ 
riages  in  order.  It  is  embarrassing 
1  snameful  that  the  divorce  rate 
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Guest  opinion 

with  Jeffrey  B.  Riley 


In  many  cases,  who  flourishes  depends 
on  flawed  human  beings  making  evalua¬ 
tions  and  implementing  responses  to  is¬ 
sues.  Examples  of  humans  making  flawed 
evaluations  and  implementing  damaging 
to  issues  indude  : 
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mbeborg 


a  iivi  v  V»VI*  UV  ‘v'hwu;  • 

nixed  marriages  between  humans 
and  animals.  (Don’t  laugh.  Who 
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How  to  explain  last 

NASHVILLE  (BP) 

Christ's  resurrect!. 


verses  in  Book  of  Mark? 


►aring  to  preach  on 

^.^s-asaaaj-: 

te” f  told 

saRaSawS 

resurrection  re*ardl«.s  nf  JZ."?^.r,st  *  ““V 


MARK  16:9 

Trembling  and  frcw***"**'-  HU  I  *“?•*•*& 
women  want  out  and  fled  from  the 
tomb.  They  sal d  nothing  to  anyone,  be-  JTfi 

cause  they  were  afraid 


tor  their 

refusal  to  BeUjJ*  “«*« ^ 
him  after he  ^drtoen  e~^' 
■  tun  said  to  tnem,  fi»  . 

55?SS  ^ 

uwiii  drive  out  Oemotia; a 
,Mik  In  new  tong***.,, 
J5?k  up 

when  p, 

not  hurt  thfit  ■  aft;  h| 

ihetr  Haruh  a*  *Ck  P^ 


T5S5*«Kft-  °[wbere '« ends. 

in*  ^<rf  Martfo  i^iL^il^  “nP°rtant  tnrth  com- 
xi*  *“?  l6“  w  bodily  resurrection  of  Jesus, 
jin^'^ore,  should  never  teacn  Mark  16  in  such  a  way 

■^SSarat-- 

The  controversy  over  Mark’s  last  chanter 

«“«  manuscripts endai? 
Wlth  *n  angel  announcing  Jesus'  res- 

aK^.m^.W°men  “d  Women  fee,in«  fe« 

Early  church  fathers  like  Clem, 
ungen  did  not  mention  verses  ni 


•When  Jesus  rose  esriy  on  the  first 
f  of  the  week,  he  appeared  first  to 
ty  Magdalene."  out  of  whom  he 
I  driven  seven  demons  °She  went 
mid  those  who  hod  been  with  him 
who  were  mom  mine  snd  weeping 
mm  they  heard  tfut  fetus  was  alive 


tent  of  Alexandria  and  $  thm  dhe  hod  seem  tea 

SSyfiBSiSfiSS  Hr-*-! IX 

MS^l-^ieWaSraT  ££WSC£ 

2UOnmthCh  di?ere,it  thfn  the  rest  of^he  9  Sw  wf  mpmdmd  a 

verse*  nine  fc*1*1’ .  ■«*  manuscripts  contain  S**  *M  mi  >»«r- 

a^int1^11^  fk®*  not  ^ntradict  other  resurreetbn  *•  * 

S^stfrasisttls:  - 

sasaiasK 

Scriptures  inerranrS****  Pl?s?  jjf  whom  affirm  actually  helps  document  a 
pture  s  inerrancy  -  explained  their  views:  means  preaching  this  texi 

■  Cnrev  Akno.  u^i  ^ plaining  the  difficulty  sun 

u&&3uus?MI  s*«5~“ 


hi“  i«  "  nor  h£  iS  *  Pr°blem  ™‘h  th*  ‘ext  as  we 
5™“’  nor  bo*  '>•  congregation  down  with  exten- 

pa^Manns^id  °,ar,y  deba‘e  SUrr0Undln«  ,he 

i-.rS8irS?f.*>f»Wuw>  •djio.udae  o» 

MU? «3sr . . . . 

"5*2*5?*  these  things  in  mind,  the  pastor  can 
confidently  preach  Mark  16:9-20  without  doing 
harm  to  conservative  biblical  theology  causing 
concern  regarding  the  reliability  of  Scripture  as  we 
^anlr^- lve<1  ,tf  0r  rontradicting  the  doctrine  of  in- 


preaching  on  those  verses. 
ie  one  hand,  I  would 


,  7k  c  Nolcn»  ,e*d  P44^  I 
of  the  San  Francisco-area  South- 

winds  Church  in  Tracy,  Ca.,  does  W  \3 

not  believe  verses  nine  through  20  M  tJ 

were  part  of  Mark’s  original  Gospel.  W  ~  -  8 

^°®e  scholars  speculate  that  the  W 

01  igmal  ending  was  lost,  Nolen  said,  &  w  /! 

bur  Mark  may  simply  have  chosen  eft* 

to  ei  d  his  book  at  verse  eight.  jf  * 

ending  Irf^fear, NOLEN 
amazement  can  be  seen  to  fit  in  with  the  Gospel  as  a 

M.*  J'Uk,b^  ^  Peopie  have  also  pointed  out  that 
^in^ki  *^rup*  59®*l.  bts  w**h  the  abrupt  way  he  be- 
siuMtodriS?  rf,r,h  narr*tiv«.  etc.V  Some  have 
kJgSflLfe?  ififtf.  ,ncomP‘e‘e  ending  points  to 


'  .  7 - - -  uan  V7i  in y 

preaching  time  to  explicate  the  rea-  .  fl 

sons  I  accept  the  shorter  ending.  On  ■HHP 

the  other  hand,  I  would  explain  mv  amicv 
reMons  for  ending  my  preaching  ABwev 

^owed  ^  «» 

m.*!jIJntLrrul  Gospel  contains  enough  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  resurrection  that  one  does  not  have  to 
supolement  it  with  the  other  Gospels.  If  a  pastor  plans 
to  dscuss  events  and  appearances  after  theresurrec- 
^r^:^er"Cie^e  mu?‘  ^PPtement  his  ser¬ 


mon  with  detoils  from  Mitthew,  Lu£2nd  John 
Fi"  Ch?mh"  Pa8t°r  °f  r  ^- 


in  Lafayette,  La., 

agreed  that  verses  nine  through  20  “ 

hkelv  were  not  in  the  original  text 
of  Mark  but  citing  biblical  scholar  W ' 
Bruce  Metzger.  Horn  said  the  long  \Jtk 
ending  shoiild  probably  still  be  re- 
ceimf  as  New  Testament  Scripture 

TTie  so-called  longer  ending  was  ■ 
widely  known  before  the  establish  ur 
m«it  of  the  canon  [the  authoritative 
collection  of  New  Testament  books].  This  varu 

Sri  'diurdr**1  kmgthy’  did  001  9cem  to  *** 
Horn  said  he  would  “certainly*  deliver 
sage  from  Mark  16:0-20  if  he  was  preaching 
Marks  Gospel,  but  ne  does  not  regard  it  as  * 
text  for  Easter  Sunday  "  Everything  in  the  la 
ing,  when  properly  understood,"  is  consist, 
the  rest  of  the  New  Testament,  and  preachin 
give  church  members  confidence  in  the  inen 
Sen  pture,  he  said. 


translation  may  affect  his  or  her  BLACK 
view  of  Mark  16,  since  the  King 
James  and  New  King  James  Versions  are  based 
""  £[ef.k  ‘extsthat  include  the  long  ending,  Black 

thedview  SSfktaA *°  ""  P85'^  r^rdl^  <* 
Be  transparent  by  sharing  with  the  conereea- 

t,0?thfok  n  £lrvnt£  hOW  <VOU  came  to  bebeve 

these  thines  *  b^t,er  *°  b«  conciM  when  explaining 
tnese  things  in  a  sermon  and  to  offer  further  discus 
sion  later  with  anyone  who  has  questions 

Be  consistent  by  treating  all  passages  with  the 

ir hproach ’  such  as  lhe  Passa«e  in  John 
tpwl  11  w  somJ  ®rRue  was  not  in  the  original 
text  J.  Pinally,  be  confident  by  making  certain  Vour 

fM^?ngfk  °S  k?derstan1ds  that  y°u  have  tb^  utmost 
trust  m  the  Bible  as  God  s  inerrant  Word 

Hi.  w  °iust  make  it  clear  that  God  >is  preserved 
His  Word  and  we  have  a  perfect  r pttui  of  His  rev 
elation.  Textual  criticism,  p ro^rly  applied,  has 
helped  us  discover  how  God  done  that." 
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I  have  always  loved  the  sound  of 
a  rooster  crowing  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Their  lively  sounds  wake  up 
the  morning  like  nothing  else.  Now 
where  I  live  roosters  ana  chickens  and 
farm  animals  are  not  allowed  to  be 
kept,  but  one  short  road  away  from 
our  neighborhood  are  homes  on  five 
to  ten  acre  lots  where  you  can  keep 
horses  and  donkeys  and  chickens  and 
roosters  if  you  want  to.  So  within 
sound  of  us  there  is  someone  who  has 
a  rooster  who  welcomes  the  sun  each 
day.  It  is  a  rare  morning  that  I  am 
out  walking  that  I  do  not  hear  him. 

For  several  years  I  have  listened  to 
him  and  never  saw  him.  In  my  mind 
I  thought  that  he  was  super  large  and 
probably  one  of  those  beautiful  multi¬ 
colored  roosters  with  a  big,  red  comb, 
but  1  nad  never  seen  him. 

Recently,  though,  1  just  happened 
to  be  on  his  street  when  be  was  out 
strutting  and  waking  folks  up.  I 
heard  the  cock-a-doodle-doo  and  I 
began  to  look  up  toward  the  house 
where  it  was  coming  from,  but  I  didn’t 
see  anything  at  first  and  then  I  spot¬ 
ted  out  in  a  wooded  area  just  to  the 
side  of  the  house  a  medium  to  small- 
medium  sized  rooster  who  was  all 
white.  I  really  was  just  shocked  that 
he  wasn’t  anything  like  I  expected.  So 
«  I  walked  over  there  toward  where  he 
was.  He  wasn’t  frightened  and  didn’t 
run  away  but  kept  on  pecking  food 
and  still,  occasionally,  singing  his 
morning  praises. 

When  I  got  close  enough  to  him,  1  - 
told  him  that  I  lived  right  near  there 
and  had  for  a  long  time  enjoyed  his 
morning  serenade.  He  looked  at  me 
like  I  was  a  little  bit  off,  but  I  iust 
wanted  him  to  know  how  much  l  ap¬ 
preciated  him.  Just  to  try  to  find  out 
more  about  him,  I  asked  him  where 
he  was  from.  He  was  polite  but  said, 

“I  don’t  know.  I  was  just  hatched 
out  one  day  and  actually  don’t  know 
who  my  mother  or  my  dad  were."  I 
thought  how  sad.  Then  I  asked  where 
he  went  to  school.  "1  never  gradu¬ 
ated  from  high  school,"  he  said,  “but  I 


and  you  will  not  even  know  it. 

For  years  that  little  old  rooster  has 
been  doing  my  heart  good  and  I  had 
never  seen  him,  never  met  him,  never 
talked  to  him,  never  thanked  him, 
but  he  had  announced  the  comine 
of  the  sunrise  hundreds  of  times  for 
me  and  he  never  knew  what  joy  he 
always  brought  to  my  heart.  Hardly 
a  day  goes  by  that  somebody,  maybe 
arm  s  length  or  miles  away,  doesn’t  do 
something  that  just  absolutely  makes 
my  day  or  shapes  my  week  and  they 
don’t  even  know  it.  Often,  all  they  did 
was  something  that  God  had  created 
them  for  And  in  so  doing  were  such 
a  blessing. 

The  third  great  truth  is  that 
if  you  do  not  do  what  you  were 
created  to  do,  a  lot  of  people  will 
mias  the  Messina  and  moat  of  all 
you  or  I  will  not  nonor  the  One 
who  has  created  ua.  In  so  many  of 
our  churches  there  are  opportunities 
of  seryice  that  are  missed,  not  just  by 
the  person  who  doesn’t  respond  but 
by  everyone  in  the  family  of  faith  be¬ 
cause  someone  assumes  that  their  one 
talent  doesn’t  make  any  difference 
Wrong,  wrong,  wrong.  There  are  chil¬ 
dren  that  would  be  blessed  by  your 
teaching  and  there  are  multitudes  of 
people  who  would  enjoy  hearing  your 
song.  There  are  people  around  the 
world  that  would  be  Messed  by  your 
giving  and  people  you  do  not  even 
know  whose  life  would  be  brightened 
by  your  smile.  It  is  not  that  you  have 
great  talent,  it  is  the  fact  that  you 
would  simply  do  what  God  created 
you  to  do. 

So  this  week  if  you  happen  to  hear 
a  rooster,  don’t  first  and  foremost 
think  of  Simon  Peter’s  denials  of 
Jesus,  but  rather  think  of  my  rooster 
friend  who  day  after  day  blesses  his 
entire  part  of  the  world  because  a  one 
talent  rooster  is  willing  to  do  what  he 
was  created  for.  Then  let’s  you  and  1 
go  and  do  the  same. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directionsQmbcb.org . 


A  One  Talent  Rooster 


did  go  back  and  get  my  G 
“Well,  that’s  great."  He  crowed  again, 
pecked  some  more  and  I  was  about  to 
run  out  of  conversation  with  this  guy 
anyway.  Before  i  left  1  just  wanted  to 
affirm  t* 


i  the  guy  and  my  ap 


ation  of 


ny  appreciati 

him  and  so  I  said,  “I  realty  do  enjoy 
hearing  you  crow  every  morning,  and 
I  always  enjoy  it  when  your  sounds 
pierce  the  early  dawn’s  arrival.-  He 
looked  at  me  strange  again  and  said, 
“I’m  just  doing  what  I  was  created  to 
do,"  and  he  pecked  a  couple  of  more 
times  and  cock-a-doodle-dooed  and  I 
realized  he  really  didn’t  want  to  talk 
to  me  anymore  so  I  walked  on. 

As  1  walked,  his  crowing  became 
more  faint  as  I  was  thinking  about  Je¬ 
sus’  parable  of  the  talents  in  Matthew 
25.  He  told  about  three  servants  who 
were  called  by  the  master  and  were 

given  gifts  from  the  master  and  then 
e  left.  One  was  given  five  talents, 
one  two,  and  one  was  given  only  one. 
You  remember  the  story,  for  time 
passed  and  later  the  master  came 
back  and  called  the  servants  to  give 
an  accounting  of  what  they  had  done 
with  what  he  nad  given  them.  “Oh," 
the  five  talent  guy  said,  “I’ve  got  five 
additional  talents."  The  two  talent 
guy  likewise  had  doubled,  but  the  guy 
with  one  talent  did  nothing  but  go  and 


bide  it  and  did  not  use  his  talent.  The 
master  was  upset  and  angry  because 
he  had  not  done  anything  with  what 
the  master  had  given  him.  I  thought 
about  my  rooster  buddy  who  with 
little  or  no  family  support  and  not 
much  education,  iust  simply  did  what 
God  had  created  him  to  do  and  day 
after  day  had  been  a  blessing  to  my 
life.  A  one  talent  rooster  had  blessed 
me.  There  are  some  valuable  lessons 
God’s  people  could  learn  if  they  would 
just  listen  to  that  rooster. 

One,  when  yon  do  what  you're 
created  to  do  it  will  be  a  blessing. 
It  really  does  not  matter  if  you  have 
one  talent  or  five  or  ten  or  some  people 
I’ve  known  who  have  every  blessing 
and  talent  in  the  world  it  seems,  but 
if  you  do  what  you  were  created  to  do, 
you  will  bless  people’s  lives.  I  thought 
that  probably  the  poor  old  rooster 
didn  t  have  tne  sense  to  do  what  a  lot 
of  God’s  people  do  and  that  is  instead 
pf  doing  what  they’re  created  to  do, 
they  make  a  long  list  of  all  the  things 
they  cannot  do.  Apparently  they  think 
that  that  justifies  them  for  not  doing 
anything  with  the  one  or  two  gifts  that 
the  master  has  given  them. 

A  second  great  truth  is  that  if 
you  do  what  God  created  you  to 
do,  you  will  bless  people’s  lives 


Staff  Changes 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH. 
GULFPORT,  has  called  Miks 
Racey  as  pastor.  He  is  shown 
w*h  his  wife,  Annette. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  STATE  UNE,  has  called  Michael  Ste¬ 
venson  ss  pastor.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife  Savannah,  son 
Charlie,  and  daughter  Mia. 


In  oth»r  Staff 
Change*. 

►George  D.  Bergt*  [las  retired 
after  21  1/2  years  as  iNooim  di¬ 
rector  for  Lebanon 


(now  Pine  Belt  Association) 

in  Hattiesburg.  His  retirement 
had  been  announced  the  previ¬ 
ous  October.  Berger  postered 
for  30  years  prior  to  comma  to 
the  association,  including  Cal¬ 
vary  Church,  Pascagoula;  First 


Church,  Ptaquemine,  La;  First 
Sum  rail;  First  Church, 
and  Indian  Hills 
>  Greene  County.  The  as¬ 
sociation  honored  Geotyge  and  his 
wife  Jo  Ann  with  a  reception  at 
38th  Ave.  Church,  Hattiesburg 


BiBl,  iOCi  JP  H,i£  I? 


OVDKRVX,  QKDDKG  CKH  HBYH  GBUJB 
UL  VRUD,  OPH  HBYH  GBUJB  UL  WKKX. 
BV  HBYH  XKVHB  WKKX  UL  KQ  WKX: 
OPH  BV  HBYH  XKVHB  VRUD  BYHB  CKH 
LWC  WKX. 

HBUNX  ZKBC  VDVRVC 

Clue:  R  =  V 

Have  fun  with  cryptograph y  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  tetter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
lost  week’s  puzzle  JU*  *1 

By  CHarfcs  Mam,  t*tt-2004.  ©  2005 
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what  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness.  speak  in  the  light  and  what  ypu  near  whi 


vour  ear  proclaim  upon  the 


r 


v.  1C27NAS 
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PLAN  A  CELEBRATION 
DAY  IN  YOUR  CHURCH 

N  ••• 

•  •  •  •  .  • 

*  -/  .  % 
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COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 


WE  CAN  DO  MORE  together 


COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 


[•  • 

.  •  • 

•  i 

'•  1 

APRIL  12  IS 

CP  SUNDAY  I 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT  THE  STEWAROSHIP/CP 

PROMOTION  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  MBCB  AT  800-748*1651, 

EXT.  347,  OR  601-292-3347. 

MISSISSIPPI 

BLACK 

CHURCH 


2015 


July  16-18,  201  5 

Morrison  Heights 
Baptist  Church 
Clinton, MS 


To  register  call: 

Mission  Strategy  Dept  (800)  748.1651,  Ext  2V 
or  (601)292.3231 

Registration: 

$50  after  February  IS  ^015 

www.mbcb.orr  -vents 


305.  *01-2tM30S. 


GROWIN 


HURCHES 


*  |W»  O  10^15 


v  * 


BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE  •  April  20 
WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  •  April  21 
MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  •  April  22 


2015  Mississippi  Baptist 
wm  Handbell  Festivals 


For  more  information  contact  the  Church  Music 
Dept,  of  the  MBCB  at  800-748-1651,  Ext.  267. 


"f 


mm. 


T—  qt  at  tamtow  ft;3M:30p.i 


CHURCH  MISSIONS  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 


FOR  YOU 


JULY  9  2015  -  SOUTHERN  LOCATION 
v*AINSTREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  HATTIESBURG 
t  6:00  P  M  -  9  00  P.M. 

AUGUST  7  i  -  NORTHERN  LOCATION 
GROWING  CHURCHES  AT  r-ARS  S8CRG  BAPTIST  CHURCH  TUPELO 
MISSIONS  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCES  OTTERED  ON  SATURDAY 

AUGUST  21  22  -  CENTRA.  LOCATION 
ANNUAL  MISSIONS  CELEBRATION  AT  GARAYWA  CLINTON 
R[r,  siRATION  STARTs  AT O  ,0  P.M.  FRIDA  < 

ENDS  AT  12:30  P  M.  ON  SATURDAY 


/  A 


IMMtt  - 


RJ 
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ALL  STATE  YOUTH  CHOW 


y 
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Apri  21  -  First  BC, 


FOt  6TH  -  I2IHGKA06KS 
WUMM  CMEY  UMN0tS«Y, 
JUNE  2327. 2015 


mAVdM 


SltS  Aw 


4  K 


Pray  this  day  for... 

lus  Ms  aMxei^fb pat>p/es.  '?*sa/m  I 05:/  (&S0 


Pray  for  Rebefcah 

Cl ark,  missionary 

evangelttm 


>ay  tor  Thomas  4 
K«m  Dewett  mtssiorv 
**s  mnistennu  to  /Vrx*r- 


Doyie.  missionaries  Jmany  I 

^ ^European 
^^opteayoLgfi  mem-  can  Ptoo 


«  mmisrj 


church/home  outreach 
&<vange*$m 


Mr.  Noah 
6/3/09 

Parents:  DAL 
Restricted 

Miss  Margaret  Winoo 
6/3/04  ^ 

Parents:  Floyd  &  Sytvia 
South  America 


Mr.  Jack 
6/19/03 

Parents:  JAS 


Miss  Melody 

6/24/95 

Parents:  Matt  &  Shea 
Restricted 

Miss  Hannah  Robertson 
6/30/97 

Parents:  Steve  &  Ruth 
Sub-Saharan  African 
Peoples 


life  Commitment  Sunday  -  a  day  to  focus  attention  on  the 
calling  to  vocational  ministry. 

..  fo*  more  information  visit  us  at: 

^.mbcb  c»g/churc*>i^^ 

OR  ttSSS  ^C^afcx/Uadw*^p  Development  Dept,  at 
300-748-1651,  Ext.  305, 601-292-3305,  or E-maflat 
cwtaytorOmbcb.ora 


Miss  Sophia 
6/14/03 

Parents:  DAK 
European  Peoples 

Mr.  Ethan  Epps 
6/15/05 

Parents:  Aaron  &  Tiffany 
South  American  Peoples 

Mr.  Sam  K 
6/15/13 
Parents.  C  &  A 
Restricted 

Mr.  Seth  Davidson 
6/17/95 
Parents:  PAD 
European  Peoples 


I  2100  Moln  Street 
Modison,  MS  391  10 
601-856-6177 


8:30  a.m.  Reg,  ifon 
X)  a  m  Festival  Pegjlhs 


For  more  information  contact  the  Church 
Music  Dept  of  the  M6CB  at 
800-7 48-1651,  Ext  267,  or 
601-292-3267 


i  TOT.  73 


THE  PASTOR.  PImm  Mnd  mum  to 
Victory  Baptist  Ctmrth,  ATTN  Pastor  Search 


/fts  POSITIONS 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHSCE  VACATION 
CONDOR:  Gut  SIwm  A  Orange  Beach. 

AJ  DmA  -  * -  ramAi 

rwni  OTBCI  ?rom  Lnnsiiar  ^acmcy 
Omen,  towed  press  on  tie  Beech  were 
9dhhcneecondoe.com,  205-556-0368  205- 
752-1231. 251-752-2366 


THE  YOUTH  MM C 
raeumM  toe  Ibg23l1  Rcomcast  net  or  mei 
to  2311  Gtondde  Avenue.  Hattiesburg  MS 
3M01  Herat  tooling  tor  someone  tor  15-20 
hours  per  eeelL 

NORTH  VNN0NA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
WMONA.  MS  IS  ACCEPTMG  RESUMES 
FOR  THE  POSITION  OP  MSSSTPl  OF 
MUSK.  PImm  tend  rasume  to  002  Atoerte 
Drive,  Winona  MS  38907,  or  erne*  to 


STAMED  GLASSWORKS,  HC.,  serving  MS 
A  ALasice  1982.  (*800405-2970 
GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  HeaNh 
Ineurance  and  Medtorae  Sumtemente  Cal 
1-800-541-8196  or  visit  mMr.Twrnertnaw- 
ceOnAne.com 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
ESTHATE8.  Dave  Uphotolary.  Qutmar 
Mm,  phor*  801-77646 17 
WIDOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  -mndows 
and  storm  window*  bu«  to  R  your  opening 
Plus  new  window  screens  and  reecreen  old 
screens  C*  Tore  Cook  801-70M879 
WWW.8EBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT 
COM.  OriaMn -owned  Don  A  Rita  Sebren 
801-982-2092  All  home  improvements 
sidtog,  energy  efloent  windows,  metal  A 
shmgte  roote, screen  A  sunrooms,  petto  oov- 
ers  decks,  room  additions  kitchen  A  bath 
upgrades  _ _ _ 


MSA  udio  LLC 

Design  St  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  St  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


TVooper  Hales 

info@msaudiol  tc.com 


P.O.  Box  1575 
Clinton,  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 


State  Keyboard  Festival 
held  at  Oakdale,  Brandon 


recipients  lnciuaeo  tiop  pnoto, 
left  to  right)  Katelyn  Lott,  First 
Church,  Florence;  Anne  Eliese 
Langley,  Prentiss  Church, 
Prentiss;  Caleb  Aultman,  Pine 
Ridge  Church,  Sumrall;  Debo¬ 
rah  Ann  Nevill,  The  Church  at 
Lake  Forest,  Walls. 

Adjudicators  for  the  State 
Keyboard  Festival  included 


er  Murphy,  Festival  hymn 
and  church  music  director  at  the 
MWarinpi  Baptist  Convention 
Board;  L  Darwin  Brooks,  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  music  at  Blue 
Mountain  College,  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain;  Howard  Keever,  profes¬ 
sor  of  music  at  William  Carey 
University,  Hattiesburg;  Angela 
Willoughby,  chair  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  music  at  Mississippi 
College  in  Clinton;  and  Robert 
Knupp,  professor  of  music  at 
Mississippi  College. 

The  State  Keyboard  Festival 
is  supported  by  gifts  to  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Cooperative  Program. 
For  more  information  on  the 
festival,  contact  Wyndy  South  in 
the  Church  Music  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3272  or  toU-free  outside  Jack- 
son  (800)  74S-1651,  ext.  272. 
Ermail:wsouth@mbcb.org. 


SUMMER  SCHOLARSHIP  RECIPIENTS 


ADJUDICATORS 


BaptistRecord 

Visit  Th«  Baptist  Record  online  at  www.mbcb  org.  J 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  everts  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
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photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  Newt  items 
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SBC 

com.  from  p.  1 

Liberty  Commission 
in  Nashville. 

Fred  Lifter,  pastor  of  Frank¬ 
lin  Avenue  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  repUyed  briefly  for  at¬ 
tendees  nis  2012  election  as 
the  first  black  president  of  a 
convention  that  was  started  in 
1845  by  a  breakaway  coup  of 
Baptists  who  support  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  slave  owners  as 
missionaries. 

Luter’s  election  by  acclama¬ 
tion  was  greeted  by  an  emotion¬ 
al,  standing  ovation.  “It  was  one 
of  the  neatest  hours  in  the  life 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,”  Luter  told  tee  audience. 
“My  only  concern  is  that  hope¬ 
fully  it’s  not  the  last  time.” 

ERLC  President  Russell 
Moore  quickly  seconded  Luter's 
concern.  “[TJhat’s  where  the 
real  test  is.  We've  got  the  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  presidents  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
[in  the  SBC  building  in  Nash¬ 
ville].  Let's  come  back  in  20 
years,  and  if  Fred  Luter  is  an 
island  in  a  sea  of  middle-aged 
white  guys,  that  means  we  have 
not  been  where  we  need  to  be. 

"We  can’t  say,  ‘Because  this 
happened,  now  we’ve  settled  this 
issue. ’This  is  an  ongoing  issue  of 
leadership  in  our  convention.” 

Luter’s  election  as  SBC  presi¬ 
dent  came  17  years  after  SBC 
messengers  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  repenting  of  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  pro-slavery  and  racist 
past  upon  its  150th  anniversary. 

Frank  S.  Page,  president  of 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  in 
NashviDe,  told  attendees  he  does 
not  want  Luter  to  bean  “anomaly.” 

"He  was  a  great,  great  presi¬ 
dent,”  Page  said  of  Luter,  and  I 
want  to  see  that  day  come  when 
it’s  not  atypical,  it’s  normal  to  see 
a  person  of  color  as  president” 

The  candidates  are  available, 
Luter  and  Page  said.  “There’s  a 
lot  of  qualified  African-Ameri¬ 
can  pastors  in  this  convention,” 
Luter  told  the  audience  of  550 
registrants,  "and  even  those  on 


*1  believe  that  God 
is  calling  this  cotmmv 
tion  to  lead  this  nation 
in  revival  and  if  we 
get  [reconciliation] 
straight  —  when  we 
get  this  straight  — 
weN  see  revival  break 
out  all  over.* 


whose  shoulders  I  have  stood 
before  1  became  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  who  put  their  blood,  sweat, 
and  tears  into  this  convention, 
and  for  whatever  reason  God  al¬ 
lowed  it  to  happen  to  me." 

Southern  Baptists  “have 
a  number  of  great”  African- 
American,  Hispanic,  Asian - 
American,  and  other  ethnic 
leaders.  Page  said.  Racial  rep¬ 
resentation,  however,  has  “got 
to  be  at  every  other  level  of  SBC 
life,”  he  said. 

That  does  not  mean  the  con¬ 
vention  should  add  a  auota  sys¬ 
tem,  Page  pointed  out  hiVe  don’t 
want  that  but  we  want  there  to 
be  such  an  openness  that  it  be¬ 
comes  just  what  happens.  Great 
great  leaders  rise  to  die  top. 

“1  want  to  see  the  day  when 
our  boards  and  agenoes  and  our 


rival  break  out  all  over,”  he  said. 

Williams  expressed  encour¬ 
agement  about  the  building  of 
relationships  across  racial  lines 
and  the  advancement  of  African 
Americans  into  senior  manage¬ 
ment  positions  at  SBC  entities. 

“We’re  beginning  to  build 
relationships  where  we  can 
know  our  brother’s  heart  and  be 
able  to  take  the  next  step  and... 
speak  the  truth  in  love  and  talk 
about  the  tough  things  based 
on  what  the  Scripture  says  and 
challenge  one  another  to  be  in 
accord  with  the  Word  of  God  so 
that  we  might  be  used  by  God,” 
Williams  said. 

Southern  Baptists  already 
are  the  most  ethnically  diverse 
denominational  convention 
in  tiiis  continent,  with  nobody 
even  coming  dose,”  1  age  said. 

One  in  five  Southern  Baptist 
congregations  is  predominantly 
African  American  or  otherwise 
ethnic  in  its  makeup,  Page  said. 
That  includes  about  3,000  black 
churches,  more  than  2,000  His¬ 
panic  churches,  and  more  than 
2,000  Asian  churches,  Page  said. 


CD  or  IRA 

COMING  DUE? 


15% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


employment  at  all  our  _ 

look  luce  our  convention  and 
look  like  our  nation,”  he  said. 
“We  have  a  long  way  to  go.” 

Racial  reconciliation  in  the 
SBC  could  have  a  much  wider 
impact,  said  K.  Marshall  Wil¬ 
liams,  senior  pastor  of  Nazarene 
(Baptist)  Church  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  and  president  of  the 
SBCs  National  African  Ameri¬ 
can  Fellowship. 

“I  believe  that  God  is  calling 
this  convention  to  lead  this  na¬ 
tion  in  revival,  and  if  we  get  [rec¬ 
onciliation]  straight  —  when  we 
get  this  straight  —  well  see  re- 
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Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  thi1  One  v\ho  is  the  wav,  truth,  «ind  life. 
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J|^r  4.  Bv  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Chrisl  into  nn  life. 

From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
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LIFEWAY 

com.  from  p.  1 

describe  the  afterlife  experi¬ 
ence”  to  “become  their  source 
and  basis  for  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  afterlife.” 

The  resolution  did  not  list 
specific  book  or  movie  titles, 
but  it  seemed  h  describe 
works  like  90  Minutes  in 
Heaven,  The  Bey  Who  Came 
Back  from  He«ven  by  Kerin 
and  Alex  Malar  key,  and  Heav¬ 
en  Is  for  Real  Ijy  Todd  Burpo, 
along  with  its  companion 
movie  released  last  year  by 
Sony  Pictures. 

Trie  resolution  affirmed 
“the  sufficiency  of  biblical  rev¬ 
elation  over  subjective  experi¬ 
ential  explan  itions  to  guide 
one’s  understanding  of  the 
truth  about  h*?aven  and  hell.” 

In  January,  LifeWay  an¬ 
nounced  it  would  stop  sell¬ 
ing  The  Boy  Who  Came  Back 
from  Heaven  after  Alex  Ma- 
larkey  admitted  that  he  lied 
about  haring  a  vision  of  heav¬ 


en  as  a  six-year-old.  At  the 
time.  King  said  LifeWay  was 
“committed  to  becoming  even 
more  proactive  in  the  next 
few  months  in  evaluating  the 
resources  we  carry* 

Giving  Films  announced 
the  completion  of  filming  for 
90  Minutes  in  Heaven  on 
March  12.  The  movie  stars 
Hayden  Christensen,  who 
portrayed  a  young  Luke  Sky- 
walker  in  the  Star  Wars  movie 
series,  and  Kate  Bosworth, 
who  portrayed  Lois  Lane  in 
2006a  Superman  Returns. 

*  The  film  also  features  vet¬ 
eran  actor  and  former  U.S. 
Senator  Fred  Thompson,  as 
well  as  Christian  vocalist  Mi¬ 
chael  W.  Smith  and  country 
music  star  Dwight  Yoakam, 
according  to  a  news  release 
from  Giving  Films. 

“I’m  an  ordinary  man  with 
an  extraordinary  stoiy,"  Pip¬ 
er  said  according  to  the  news 
release.  \  want  people  to 
see  hope  in  their  challenges, 
to  see  that  pain  can  come 
with  purpose.” 
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Simpson  County  Baptist  Association 

1st  Annual  Pastor’s  Benevolence  Fund 
Fundraising  Golf  Tournament 
May  1, 2015 

Simpson  County  Country  Club 


What  you  need  to  know  to  have  a  great  time  while 
helping  ministries  in  need: 

•  4 Man  Scramble  with  2  Available  Shotgun  Starts  8am  «t  l pm. 

•  1st,  2nd,  3rd  place  cash  prizes  awarded  in  both  sessions. 

•  Luncheon  will  be  served  at  Ifn  featuring  guest  ^>eakrr 
State  Representative  and  Pastor  Andy  Gibson. 

1st  Annual  Simpson  County  Pastors  Benevolence 
Fund  Golf  Tournament 

Please  cut  this  section  off  and  mail  registration  to: 

120 Simpson  Baptist  Dr.,  Mendenhall,  Mississippi  191 14 
$75 /player  or  $  300/team  4Man  Scramble 


Team  Name  and  or  Captain: 

Fmail: _ 

Mobile  #:  _ _ 


1  st  chok  e  of  Flight :  8  AM  1  PM 

(Ptesar  circle  one,  we  will  do  our  beat  to  honor  vt 

My  organization  or  I  would  like  to  sponsor  a  hole  or  pari  of 
the  event  and  have  included  $  100  to  do  so. 

Your  Organization  or  Your  Name: 


I  would  like  to  make  an  additional  donation  of .  $ 


Deadline  for  early  registration  is  April  30 
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The  Promise  Fulfilled  •  Luke  24:19-35 


Have  you  ever  wanted  something  to 
be  true  so  bad  you  could  hardly  stand  it, 
yet,  as  far  as  you  knew,  there  was  no  way 
it  could  be  true?  Just  imagine  how  these 
two  followers  of  Jesus  felt  as  they  walked 
from  Jerusalem  down  to  Emma  us  talk- 


Jesus  bad  been  crucified  and  buried. 
They  were  so  in  hope  that  He  would  be 
their  deliverer  from  the  bondage  of  the 
Roman  empire.  They  were  looking  for 
Him  to  be  the  promised  Messiah! 

Little  did  they  know  they  were  about 
to  have  an  encounter  that  would  change 
their  lives  forever.  Now  they  would  have 
a  real  story  feo  tell.  They  had  been  walk¬ 
ing  in  indecision. 

The  Question*  Raised 
(Luke  24:13-24) 

“What  kind  of  conversation  is  this 
that  you  have  with  one  another  as  you 
walk  and  are  sad 7“  (Luke  24:16  NKJv) 

These  two  men  had  been  talking 
about  the  events,  when  yet  unrecog¬ 
nized  by  them,  Jesus  would  enter  their 
conversation  asking  questions  about 
their  conversation.  They  were  indeed 
puzzled  that  anyone  in  the  region  would 
not  know  that  their  leader,  Jesus,  had 
been  crucified  and  put  in  a  tomb.  Now 
rumors  were  being  spread  that  He  had 
been  resurrected  They  questioned  their 
guest  traveler  of  his  knowledge  of  these 
events.  They  told  Jesus  of  these  events 
and  these  rumors. 


Little  did  they  know  what  was  about 
to  take  place,  true  revelation. 

The  Old  Testament  Revealed 
(Luke  24:25-27) 

X>  foolish  ones,  and  slow  of  heart  to 
believe  in  all  that  the  prophets  have  spo¬ 
ken!”  (bake  24:25  NKJV) 

Jesus  would  quickly  question  their 
doubt  and  their  understanding  of  proph¬ 
ecy  concerning  the  Messiah  and  His  res¬ 
urrection.  “And  beginning  at  Moses  and 
the  Proph¬ 
ets,  He  ex-  I - 

pounder  1 
to  tirm  i 
in  all  the 
Scriptures 
the  things 
concern-  with 

mg  Him¬ 
self."  (Luke 

24-25) 

Jesus 

used  scripture  to  explain  the  current 
truth  telling  them  they  should  have  re¬ 
membered  the  things  they  had  been 
taught  chastising  them  while  reaffirming 
the  Word  of  truth. 

It  is  critical  that  all  believers  under¬ 
stand  the  Word  they  say  they  believe. 
What  we  BELIEVE  determines  the 
things  we  VALUE,  and  our  VALUES  de¬ 
termine  our  ACTIONS.  When  we  doubt 
what  we  know  to  be  true,  yte  walk  in 
doubt.  But  when  we  understand  what 


we  know  and  believe,  we  walk  in  frith. 
These  followers  of  Christ  were  about  to 
have  that  revelation  moment. 

The  Messiah  Revealed 
(Luke  24:28-32) 

Then  their  eyes  were  opened  and 
they  knew  Him:  and  He  vanished  from 
thnr  sight. "  (Luke  24:31  NKJV) 

Jesus  continued  on  the  road  with  them 
and  they  encouraged  Him  to  stay  and 
fellowship  with  them  over  a  meal.  Je¬ 
sus  agreed. 

ogMx  As  they, 

;  v  in  Jewish 

tradition, 
lay  around 
the  table, 
Jesus  took 
the  bread, 
blessed  it 
and  gave  it 
to  the  men. 
It  was  at 

that  moment  they  realized  they  had  been 
in  the  presence  of  Jesus  the  Messiah, 
and,  just  as  quickly  as  they  understood 
who  He  was,  He  vanished  from  their 
sight.  They  related  Jesus  had  touched 
their  hearts  and  opened  their  eyes  to  the 
truth  of  His  resurrection.  What  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  revelation! 

What  does  it  take  to  move  you  from 
doubt  to  frith  in  your  moment  of  unbelief? 

We  are  given  the  choice  of  doubt  or 
faith.  We  often  base  our  decision  on 


Kiety  D.  Yo 


rumors  rather  than  truth,  resulting  in 
doubt.  The  word  of  God  is  the  same  to¬ 
day  as  it  was  when  it  was  written.  It  is 
God’s  Truth  to  us  for  frith. 

Tlie  Resurrection  Proclaimed 
(Luke  24:33-35) 

Those  followers  of  Christ  immediate¬ 
ly  returned  to  Jerusalem  and  said  to  the 
disciples, 

"The  Lord  has  risen  indeed ,  and  has 
appeared  to  Simon. "  (Luke  24:33  NKJV) 

These  men  excitedly  told  of  their 
experience  with  Christ  along  the  road 
to  Emmaus,  and  how  He  had  been  re¬ 
vealed  to  them  with  the  breaking  of 
bread  together.  Their  excitement  was 
just  too  much  to  hold  back.  They  had 
to  tell  others. 

Should  we  not  share  the  same  excite¬ 
ment  as  these  two  men?  They  toad  to 
tell  the  others  what  they  had  just  experi¬ 
enced.  They  shared  their  encounter  with 
Christ  that  changed  their  life. 

We  need  to  do  the  same  thing.  Sim¬ 
ply  tell  what  our  life  was  before  Christ, 
how  we  came  to  Christ  and  what  Christ 
is  doing  in  our  life  today.  There  is  no 
better  testimony,  and  it  is  unique  to 
your  life.  It  is  worth  telling.  Share  it 
with  someone  today. 

Youna  is  retired  Sunday  School  Di¬ 
rector.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board ,  and  a  member  of  Ridgecrest 
Church,  Madison. 


Ascended  l  ike  No  Other  •  Acts  1:3-1 1 


Jesus  is  like  no  other.  According  to 
the  divine  plan  of  God,  He  was  propheti 
cally  promised  and  miraculously  born. 
While  on  Earth,  He  displayed  power 
that  left  onlookers  amazed  and  chal¬ 
lengers  defeated.  As  the  personification 
of  wisdom,  Jesus  taught  with  authority. 
Our  sinless  Savior  died  vicariously  arid 
was  raised  victoriously.  We  should  not 
be  one  bit  surprised  to  witness  that  His 
return  to  His  Father  was  equally  unpar¬ 
alleled.  Tlie  events  of  The  Ascension  are 
recorded  in  Acts  chapter  one. 

After  His  baptism,  the  earthly  min¬ 
istry  of  Jesus  began  with  forty  days  of 
prayer  and  fasting  and  temptation  in  the 
wilderness  of  Judea.  He  emerged  from 
that  experience  untarnished,  victorious 
over  every  snare  set  for  Him  by  the  devil. 
After  His  resurrection,  the  earthly  min¬ 
istry  of  Jesus  ended  with  forty  days  of 
walking  in  fellowship  with  His  followers 
in  celebration  of  His  victory  over  every 
"light  glimpse  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

With  the  death  of  Jesus  on  the  cross, 
Passover  had  been  completely  fulfilled, 
both  literally  and  scripturally.  Jesus, 
The  Perfect  Lamb  of  God,  had  been  sac¬ 
rificed  on  Calvary.  Reminiscent  of  the 
first  ever  Passover  in  Egypt,  His  blood 
had  been  shed  and  applied  to  the  “door¬ 
post*  of  the  center  cross.  No  other  sacri¬ 
fice  for  sin  would  EVER  be  required.  The 


Old  Testament  picture  had  become  the 
Gospel  reality. 

Tne  feast  called  Pentecost  is  observed 
fifty  days  after  Passover.  For  forty  of 
those  days,  Jesus  spent  time  with  His  fol¬ 
lowers  proving  His  resurrection  and  re¬ 
minding  them  of  die  task  of  sharing  life 
with  those  who  did  not  vet  believe.  With 
ten  days  remaining  until  Pentecost,  Jesus 

Sthered  His  eleven  disciples  together  on 
e  Mount  of  Olives  east  of  Jerusalem. 

This  had  been  the  place  of  the  betrayal 
and  arrest 
of  Jesus 

the  night  vygtfS 

before  the 
crucifixion. 

&&  jENUe  Studies  for  Life 

ture  *°  Aar  Sff'  with  Becky  Brown 

attention  | 
and  focus 
them  on 

His  eternal  plan  for  mankind.  For  three 
years,  they  nad  walked  with  Him  and 
WATCHED  Him  WORJC  Now,  for  the 
next  ten  days,  they  were  to  WAIT  and 
PRAY  for  the  coming  Promise.  Soon  they 
would  be  able  to  WORK  and  WITNESS 
of  Him  to  others. 


DRK  and  WTTNE 


sus  had  made  to  them  during  the  Last 
Supper.  He  would  not  leave  them  as 
orphans.  His  plan  was.  to  send  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  abide  with  each  of  them,  giving 
them  the  power  to  live  and  move  ana 
share  Him  with  others.  God  sent  Jesus 
to  provide  salvation  for  the  world.  Jesus 
was  now  departing  that  world.  His  earth¬ 
ly  mission  complete.  Now  it  was  time  for 
Jesus  to  send  the  Holy  Spirit  to  help  His 
followers  complete  their  mission. 

It  has  always  been  very  difficult  for  me 
,,  to  under¬ 

stand  why 
the  fol¬ 
lowers  of 
Jesus  con¬ 
tinued  to 
ask  ques¬ 
tions  that 
seemed  to 
1  be  way  off 
base.  Af¬ 
ter  all,  they 

had  lived  with  Him  and  walked  with 
Him  and  certainly  had  an  "inside  track" 
on  His  plan.  They  were  like  Nicodemus 
in  John  3,  always  asking  “how  come" 
physical  questions  when  Jesus  was  pro¬ 
viding  “let’s  go  serve"  spiritual  answers. 

Jesus’  final  words  this  day  would  out- 


The  eleven  disciples  were  soon  to  line  their  mission  which  started  locally, 
receive  fulfillment  of  the  promise  Je-  spread  nationally,  expanded  globally  for 


the  sake  of  eternity.  They  were  to  begin 
their  ministry  from  Jerusalem,  expand  it 
to  Samaria  and  finally  to  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  world.  Tney  were  to  move 
from  the  familiar  to  the  unthinkable  to 
the  perceived-to-be  unreachable.  From 
the  guttermost  to  the  uttermost,  their 
goal  was  to  do  everything  on  behalf  of 
others  most. 

Jesus,  Maker  of  Clouds  and  Sky,  was 
received  into  a  cloud  while  His  astounded 
followers  gazed  heavenward.  God  sent 
two  angels  to  draw  them  back  to  the  real¬ 
ity  of  the  situation  and  to  make  a  promise 
to  them  (and  to  us)  of  His  future  return. 

Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  was  cer¬ 
tainly  there  for  the  delivery  of  Jesus  in 
Bethlehem.  The  gospel  writers  also  tell 
us  that  she  was  standing  with  John  at 
the  foot  of  the  cross.  The  first  chapter  of 
Acts  shows  us  that  she  was  also  present 
for  His  Return  to  Sender  Day  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  How  comforting  to  know  that  Mary 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Upper  Room 
Prayer  Team  which  launched  the  very 
first  church  planted  in  Jerusalem. 

By  sending  the  Holy  Spirit  as  He  had 
promised,  Jesus  left  tne  early  church  in 
the  best  hands  of  all:  His  very  own  nail- 
scarred  hands. 

Broum  is  staff  evangelist.  First 
Church,  Richland. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

a.m.  and  6 


►  Enon  Church,  Grenada  ».m.  and  6  p.m,  Mon.  -  Wad., 
Revival,  Apr.  12  -15;  Sun.,  11  6:30  p.m.;  Jerry  Eng.  pastor; 


Brandon  Lofton,  music. 

fe  Society  Hill,  Oakvaie:  Re¬ 
vival,  Apr.  12  -  15;  Sun.,  u 
a.ra.  ana  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  p  m.;  Matt  Pittman,  speakc  r  . 
Wesley  Lee,  mask;  Jake  Stat¬ 


en,  pastor. 

^  Macedonia  Church,  Man- 

danhati:  Revival,  Apr.  12  -  IT, 
Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  and  1  p.m.; 
Moil*-  Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Roger  Lee, 
speaker;  Jason  Sullivan,  music; 


David  B.  Jager,  pastor. 

W  Jericho  Church,  Guntown 
Revival,  Apr.  12-15;  Sun.,  10 
a.m.  and  6p.a;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Jim  Futral,  speaker; 
Marvin  Robbins,  pastor. 


The  Baptist  Rbooud  April  9,  2015 


Just  for  the  Record 


t 


HARPERVILLE  CHURCH,  HARPERVILLE,  or- 

dained  Jason  Tillman  to  the  ministry  Mar.  29.  Till- 
man  also  begins  his  service  as  minister  of  youth 
at  the  church.  Shown  are  pastor  Bobby  McKay 
(left),  Tillman  (center),  and  JoniTillman. 


'  4. 


The  choir,  orchestra,  and  drama  team  of  SLAYOEN 
CHURCH,  MARSHALL  ASSOCIATION,  presented  their 
Easter  program.  Cornerstone,  Mar.  28  and  29.  Brandon 
Hughes,  minister  of  music;  Rusty  Fair,  pastor. 

hermanville  church,  Herman-  In  other  Church  News.* 

VILLE,  ordained  Doug  CHtoy  to  the  min-  ►Pulaski  Church,  Pulaski,  is  honoring  pastor  Mickey  Wails  i 


istry  Nov.  23, 2014.  Shown  are  Salle  (left) 
and  Jim  Futral. 


25  years  of  service  Apr.  12,  to  a.m.  -  noon,  followed  by  a  pot 
lunch.  Homewood  Quartet,  music;  Tim  Fungay,  speaker. 


The  GA's  of  ARLINGTON  CHURCH,  ROGUE  CHITTO,  participated  in  a  fundraiser  and 
walk  in  March.  Shown  are  the  participants.  GA  leaders  are'Lorrie  Lofton  and  Leigh  Reed; 
Matthew  Green,  pastor. 


Pl  I* Alt  I  Ml  Ml  Ol 
HRIS  l  I  \N  MINIS  I  lill  s 


FORT  BAYOU  CHURCH,  VANCUEVE,  held  a  wild  game  dinner  Feb.  28,  followed  by  s  note  burn¬ 
ing  service  observing  the  payoff  on  the  church  building.  Shown  ere  PhiHip  Price  and  congregation. 


I 


r 


The  children  of  FIRST  CHURCH,  EUPORA,  participate  in  G-Force  (children's  worship)  each 
Sunday  morning.  Shown  are  the  participants 


